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mM. 
Y'THES 
In GENERAL. | 


H E only Command from God, that we tead 
of in Holy. Scripture, for the Payment of 
\ Tythes, was given by Moſes, to the People 
of 1/rael, in the time of the Levirical Law." Then God 
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(2) 
Maintenance from them for whom they performed 
that Service, and who enjoyed their Part of the Land ; 
Yetthe aicertaining of the © wota of that Maintenance | 
to theexact Proportion of a Tenth Part of the Increaſe 

of the Land, was not grounded on moral Juſtice, but | 
had 1t's Dependance on the Ceremonial Law, adapted 

and limited to the Polity of that Diſpenſation and | 
People only. And that it might not be extended be- | 
yond it's appointed T1me and Bounds, it pleaſed the | 
Divine Wiſdom, to fubject it to ſuch Ceremonial Cir- | 
cumſtances, as plainly rank it amongſt thoſe carnal | 
Ordinances (Rites or Ceremonies) which were impoſ- 
ed but 7:ll the Time of Reformation, ſpoken of Heb. 

= 9. 10. For as God appointed the Levites to be offered 
for a Fave Offering, by Moſes, in the Name and on 
the Behalf of the Children of I/-zae}, whenhe faid to 
Moſes, Thou ſhalt bring the Levites to the Tabernacle of 
the Congregaticn,and thou ſhalt gather the whole Aſſembly 
of the Children of Iſrael together, And thou ſhalt bring 
the Levites before the Lord, and the Children of Iſrael! 
ſhall pat their Hands upon the Levites : And Aaron ſhall 
offer (in the Margin Wave) the Levites before the | 
Lord, for an Offering (1n the Margin Wave-Offering ) | 
of the Children of 1ſrael ; that they may execute the | 


} 
Service of the Lord, Numb. 8. 9, 10, 11. So the Tythes, 
which were ajiigned tor the Maintenance of the Le- 
vites, were to be ficſt offered, by the People, as an 
Heave-Offerinng unto the Lord. (The Tythes of the Chil- | 
dren of Iſrae!, which they offer as an Heave-Offering | 
znto the Lord, I have £ven to the Levites, &c. Numb. 
18. 24.) And even the Tytheof thoſe Tythes, which 
the Levires were to yield unto the Prieſts, were to be | 
offered, by the Levites, as an Heave Offering to the 
Lord, betore the Prieſts might have them, This ſpeak 
antothe I euites (ſaid God to Moſes) and ſay unto them, 
When ye take of the Children of Iſrael the Tythe which I 
have given you from them for your Inheritance ; Then ye 


ſhall offer up «n Heave- ogering of for the Lord, even 1 F 
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(3) 
e Tenth Part of the Tythe. And this your Heave-Offers 
ing ſhall be reckoned unto you, as though it were the Corn 
of the threſhing Floor, &c. Thus ye alſo ſhall offer an 
Heave Offering unto the Lord, of all your Tythes, which 
ye receive of the Children of Iſrae!: And ye ſhall give 
there of the Lord's Heaue-Offering to Auron the Prieſt, 
ver. 26, 27, 28. This makes 1t evident, beyond donbt- 
ing, that the'Tythes, which were given by the People 
to the Levires, and by the Levires to the Pricfts, un- 
der the Law, had their Depenqance on the Ceremo- 
nial Law, as that Prieſthood had; and were to Rand 
no longer than that Law and that Prieſthood ſtood : 
Which was but till Shi/oh came, and by the Offering 
of himſelf once for all, had put an Fn4q to all the tha- 
dowy Offerings under that Law. 

2. This the Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews 
did fo well underſtand, that he poſitively declared 
that the Levitical Prieſthood being chanzed, there was 
made of Neceſfty a Change alſo of the Low, (of that 
Law, by which that Prieithood and the Maivtenance 
of it had ſtood) See Heb. 7. 12. And "tis allo evident 
from Scripture and Primitive Antiquity, that neither 
the Apoſtles themſelves,nor (for ſome Agesatter them) 
any of the Chriſtians, did meddle with, or at all con» 
cern themſelves about Tythes; but let them totally 
fall as they did the other abrogated Part, vis. Olters 
ings, &c, and of the Ceremonial Law ot Mofes. 

4. But after that the Myſtery of Iniquity, which 
in the Apoſtles time began to work (2 The/. 2. 7.) 
had wrought to that Degree amongſt foie Chriſtians, 
and had drawn them fo tar trom the Vurity and S$im- 
plicity of the Golpel, as to forin and model the Church 
11 many things, by and according to the Fero:;/ Pat- 
tern amongſt other Ceremonial Parts of the Jew!/h 
Religion, which had been aboliſhed by the Coming 
and Death of Chriſt, Tythes were preached up agauy 
(about the latter End of the tonrth Century, and be- 
21NniDg of the fifth) by ſome, at firſt, nicer the No- 
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tion of Alms and Charity (becauſe Part of the Ty thee 
under the Levitical Law were appointed for th 
Maintenance of the Fatherleſs, the Widow and the 
Strapger, Deut. 14. 28, 29.) And byothers,as then ſtill 
due by the Moſaic Law, which had required them to be 
Paid to the Liverica/Prieſihood, Which Plea afterwards 
(Corruptions increaſing 1n the Church, and in thoſe 
eſpecially who were called the Chyrch-Men, or Clergy) 
more and more Prevailing, the Payment of Tythes 
was re introduced, as due by thoſe Levitical Laws, 
which had been given to the 1/raelites of old. And 
upon that Bottom, Tythes have ſtood, been claimed, 
and the Claim defended unto this Day. 

5. Now, not only he that thus claims and receives 
Tythes; but he that conſents to, and complies with 
ſuch Claim, by paying Tythes thus brought in, and 
thus claimed, doth thereby 1mplicitly, and vertu- 
ally (at leaſt) deny that Chriſt has put an End to the 
Ceremonial Law of Moſes, and conſequently that he 
is come, and hath ſuftered 1n his Fleſh for Mankind, 
And that this may appear as plain as 1s poſltble, I ſhall 
draw the Matter into an Argument, thus: 


To uphold any thing, as ſtill in Force, which was 
to be taken away, and ceaſe at and by the Death 
of Chriſt, 3s to deny that Chriſt is come and hath 
faftered in his Fleſh for Mankind. 

But to receive, or pay Tythes now, 1s to uphold a 
Thing, as {till in Force, which was to be taken 
away, and ceaſe at and by the Death of Chriſt : 

Therefore ta receive, or pay Tythes now, is to 
deny that Chriſt 1s come, and hath ſuffered in 
his Fleſh tor Mankind. 

The Aſajor muſt be granted, and the Minor T thus 

Prove. 

Whatſvever was a Part of the Ceremonial Law of 
Jiofes, was to be taken away, and ceaſe at and 
by the Death of Chriſt ; 

But 
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But Tythes were a Part of the Ceremonial Law 

of Moſes ; 

Therefore Tythes were to be taken away, and 

ceaſe at and by the Death of Chriſt : 

The Major here again is unexceptionable z and the 
Alinor 1s thus proved : 

Every Heave Offering among the Fews was a Dart 

of the Ceremonial Law of Moſes ; 

But Tythes were an Heave-Offering among the 

Jews, Numb. 18. 24. 
Therefore Tythes were a Part of the Ceremonial 
Law of M»ſes. 

6. By this it appears, that without Regard had of 
the Perſon to whom, or the Uſe for which Tythes 
are paid, the paying of Tythes (as well as the re- 
celving them) being @ Part of the abrogated Ceremo- 
nial Law of Moſes, imports a Denyal of the Coming 
and Death of Chriſt! Hence it 1s, that; Tythes have 
been, and are commonly called, Arntichriftian, or a» 
gainſt Chriſt : And hence hath ariſen that Saying (often 
uſed not only by our antient Friends, but by tome of 
the Martyrs long before) vis. He that pays Tythes, doth 
thereby deny that Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, That 
Concluſion could not have been drawn, from the pay- 
ing of Tythes to a wrong Miniſtry, or for a wropg 
Ule only, though ſuch Payment be evil : Nor could 
any thing juſtify that Inference, but the Conſidera- 
tion that 'Tythes, depending on the Ceremonial Law 
of Moſes, which muſt of Necefſity and inCourſe tall, 
and ceaſe when Chriſt ſuffered ; the paying of Tythes, 
carries in it a Suppoſal, that that Law 1s not yet ceaf+ 
ed, but is ſtill in Force: And conſequently that Chriſt, 
whoſe Death muſt needs have ended 1t, is not yeh 
come, nor has yet ſuffered in his Fleſh for Mankind. 

7. That other Objeftion, not leſs weighty than 
common againſt paying Tythes to the Clergy, fo cal- 
led, viz. The Unlawfulnets of upholding a falſe Mi-. 
niſtcy, to perform a falſe Worſhip (being it ſelf ſo 
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clear and plain, that it needs no Illaſtration) I ſhall, 
in this Diſcourſe, no further meddle with, than to 
obſerve in my way, how far it may aſtect thoſe | 
Tythesalfo, which the Impropriators claun, Where- 
fore having premiſed what 1s ſaid before concerning 
Tythes in general, to what Hand, or for what Uſe ſo- | 
ever paid, let us now inquireinto thoſe Tythes, which 
are called Impropriate. 


Of Impropriate I YTHESs. 


I. H A T theſe Tythes, which are claimed by 
the Impropriators, are of the fame Nature, 
and itand originally on the ſante Root and Ground, on 
which the other 'Tythes ſtand, which are claimed 
and exaGed by the Przeſts, 1sevident from hence, that 
they were all heretofore, theſe as well as thoſe, claim- & 
ed by, and paid to ſome or other of the Rom1/h Clergy, | 
or their Appendices, the Religious Orders (fo called) | 
and upon the ſame Foot. That 1s, Theſe Dmpropriate 
Tythes, werepaid to thoſe Religious Orders or Houſes, 
as being dae to Go, by Vertue of the Levitic Law 5 
as weli as the &ther Tythes were paid to the Parrſh- | 
Prieſts, on th? ſame ſuppoſed Right, from the fame | 
Law. But how theſe Tythes came to thoſe Religious | 
Houſes firſt, and how afterwards from them to the 
Imprepriators, is next to be inquired. 

2. Until the Lateran Council (ſo named, becaule it 
was holden in the Pope's Palace at Rome, calied the . 
Lateran) in the Year 1215. It was in the Choice of eve- 
ry Man to give his Tythes to what Church he pleaſed, 
ſo he gave them to ſome Church. And even after that 
Council, thePopes, as Heads of that Church, by their 
diſpencing Power, did give leave to ſuch as would 
ſue, and pay for it, to give their Tythes from the 
Pariſh-Prieft, to ſuch Order of Religious People (whe» 
ther Monks, Fryers, or Nuns ) as they were beſt affefted 
to. By which means,the Pariſh-Prieſts (called Seculars 7 
a0 


C7. 
and thoſe of the ſeveral Religious Orders (called by 
a general Title, Rega/ars ) being left to ſcramble, as 
they could, for mMntenance, the Regulars (mendicant 
Fryers, and others) {warming in all Places, and pre- 
tending, atleaſt, to greater Sandity, and Auſterity 
of Life, than the Pari/h-Prieſts, prevailed with the 
People, either living or dying, to give not only very 
conſiderable Eſtates in Lands, but allo the Tythesg 
of other Lands, and of whole Pariſhes, from the Pa- 
ri/h-Prieſts, to their Religious Houſes or Convents. 

2. The Tythes, or Parſonages, fo given, were then 
called Appropriations, becauſe they were appropriated 
to this, that, or the other Religions Houſe or Con- 
vent. And I have read, that there were in Erng/and 
about 23845 Parſonages thus appropriated. And as 
Tythes were then held to bedue 79 God and holy Church , 
and thoſe Religious Orders were reputed a Part of that 
Church : So the Tythes as well as the Lands thus given 
them, were continued to them, and poſleſſed by them, 
till that general Storm aroſe, in K. Henry 8. his time, 
which overturned thoſe Religious Houſes and Orders 
together. And here, by the way, it inay be noted, 
That while thoſe Religions Houſes ſtood, a great Part 
of the Lands which had been given to them, were, 
by Papa! Authority, exempted from paying Tythes : 
Whence it is, that many of thoſe Eſtates, which had 
belonged to thoſe Religious Houſes, remain diſcharged 
from the Burthen of Ty thes ſtill. | 

4. As Tythes were ſet up here on the Authority of 
the Levitic Law, and in Imitation of the Fewiſh Pra- 
ice, conſonant to that Law : So while thoſe Reli- 
gious Houſes ſtood, and the Pope's Power prevailed 
here, not only the Secu/ars or Pariſh-Prieſts, but all 
thoſe Reeulars who received Tythes, were bound to 
pay the Tenths out of the Tythes they received to the 
Head of their Church, the Pope, as the Levires, under 
the Ceremonial Law,were required to do to the Prieſts. 

5, But after that K. Hey, 8, (upon a Quarrel be- 
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tween the Pope and him, about his Divorce from his 
firſt Queen Carharine, which he earneſtly deſired, and 
the Pope would not grant) fell off from the Pope 
(though not from Popery : For after that, he retained 
the moſt pernicions Doctrines of the Romiſh Church, 
contained 1n the ſix Articles, and burnt ſome for de- 
nying them) he threw off the Pope's Supremacy here, 
and aſſumed it ro himſelt; declaring himſelf, and 
being declared, firſt by the Clergy in their Convoca- 
tion, and ſoon after by Lords and Commons in Parlia- 
ment, The only Supream Head in Earth of the Church 
of England. "i his was done by the Statute of 26 Hen. 
8.c. 1. And therein it 1s enacted. * That the King, 
* his Heirs and Succefſors, Kings of this Realm, ſhall 
* be taken, accepted and reputed the only Supream 
© Head in Earth of the Church of Exg2/and. And ſhall 
* have and enjoy, annexed and united to the Imperial 
© Crown of this Realm, as well the Title and Stile 
* thereof, as all Honours, Dignities, Przemences, Ju- 
© riſdictions, Privileges, Authorities, Immunities, Pro- 
© fifs and Commodities to the ſaid Dignity of Su- 
* pream Head of the ſame Church belonging and ap- 
* pertaining. And ſhallhave full Power and Autho- 
© rity, from time to tine, to Viſit, Repreſs, Redreſs, 
* Reform, Order, Correct, Reſtrain and Amend all 
* ſuch Errors, Hereſies, Abuſes, Offences, Contempts 
* and Enormities whatſoever they be, which by any 
* manner of Spiritual Authority and Juriſdiction 
* ought, or may lawfully be reformed, repreſſed, or- 
* dered, redreſfled, corrected, reſtrained, or amended, 
&'c. By which it 1s evident, the Intention of the 
Parliament then was to transfer, confer and ſettle un- 
to and upon King Henry all the Powers, Profits and 
Priviledges, which had been before ſuppoſed to be in, 
or belong to, or had been enjoyed or exerciſed by 
the Pope, while he was received as Supream Head of 
the Church. 


6. And therefore, asthe Pope, while he retained the 
Rupre: 
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Supremacy here, had the firſt Fruits (which are the 
Profits of every Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical Living for 
one Year) upon the advancing of any Eccleſiaſtical 
Perſon, to ſuch a Living ; and alfo the Texths, that is 
the Tenth Part of all the Tythes : So thele two Reve- 
nues, as appendant to that Supremacy, followed it ; 
being ſettled on the King, in the ſame Seſlion of Par- 
liament, wherein the Supremacy was veſted in him. 
The Words of the Statute, 26 H, 8. c. 3. relating to 
the firſt Fruits, are theſe. © That for the more ſurc- 
* ty of Continuance and Augimentation of his High- 
* neſs Royal Eſtate, being not only now recognized 
© (as he always indeed hath heretofore been) the only 
* Supream Head in Earth, next and immediately un- 
* der God, of the Church of England, but alſo their 
* moſt aſſured and undoubted natural Soveraign Leige 
* Lord and King, Ec. It may therefore be enacted 
* and ordained by, &©c. That the King's Highneſs, 
© his Heirs and Succeſlors, Kings of this Realm, ſhall 
* have and enjoy from time to time to endure for e- 
* ver, of every ſuch Perſon and Perſons, which at any 
* time after the firſt Day of Fanuary next ſhall be 
© nominated, elected, perfected, preſented, collated or 
* by any other means appointed to have any Arch-Bi- 
* ſhoprick, Abbacy, Monaſtery, Priory, Colledpe, 
* Hoſpital, Archdeaconry, Deanry, Provoſtſhip, 
* Prebend, Parſonage, Vicarage,Chaunrry, Free-Chap. 
© pel, or other Dignity, Benefice, Office, or Pro- 
© motion Spiritual, whithin this Realm, or elſewhere. 
* within any of the King's Dominions, of what 
* Name, Nature, or Quality ſoever they be, or to 
* whoſe Foundaticy, Patronage, or Gitt ſoever they 
6 belong, the firſt-Fruits, Revenues and Profits for 
* one Year of every ſuch Arch-Biſhoprick, Biſhop- 
* rick, Abby, Monaſtery, Priory, —Parſonage, Vicar- 
© age, ©. Then (after Provifions made for finding 
out the Value of thoſe Spiritual Livings, and for 
paying, receiving and recovering thoſe Fir/? "_ ) 
| the 
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the Settlement of the Texths (that other part of the 
Pope's Revenne) upon the King, tollows, in the ſame 
Statute, 1n theſe Words. 

* And over this, be it enacted by Authority a- 
© foreſaid, that the King's Majeſty, his Heirs and 
* Succeſlors, Kings of this Realm, for more Augmenta- 
* tion and Maintenance of the Royal Eſtate of his 
* Imperial Crown and Dignity of Supream Head 
* of the Church of Exgl/and, ſhall Yearly have, take, 
* enjoy and receive, united and knit to his Impe- 
* rial Crown for ever, one yearly Rent, or Penſion, 
* amounting to the Value of the Tenth Part of all 
* the Revenues, Rents, Farms, Tythes, Offerings, 
* Emoluments, and of all other Profits as well called 
* Spiritual as Temporal, now appertaining or be- 
© longing, or that hereafter ſhall belong to any 
© Archbithopaick, Biſhoprick, Abbacy, Monaſtery, 
* Priory, Archdeaconry, Deanry, Hoſpital, Col- 
* ledge, Houſe- Collegiate, Prebend, Cathedral Church, 
© Collegiate-Church, Conventual-Church, Parſonage, 
* Vicarage, Chauntry, Free-Chappel, or other Be- 
© nefice or Promotion Spiritual, of what Name, 
© Nature, or Quality foever they be, within any 
© Dioceſs of this Realm, or in Wales, @c. And {© 
goes on to direct the Time, Place and Manner of 
Payment of theſe Tenths, with the Penalty for 
non-Pay ment. 

7. Thus were theſe two great Pillars of Papa! Su- 
premacy (Firſt Fruits and Tenths) transferr d from 
the Pope, (the old Head) to the King, (the new 
Head of the Church,) to ſupport and maintain that 
Headſhip in him, as they had done before in the 
Pope. Which Eccleftaſtical Headſhip the King was 
no ſooner poſleſled of, than he began to exerciſe 1t a- 
mongſt thoſe Religious Orders, Suppreiling (as Her- 
bert, in his Life, p. 379. rel.tes) the Ob/ervant 
Fryers at Greenwich, Canterbury, Richmond and 0- 
ther Places, and ſubſtituting the Auguſtines OI 
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Places. © Which he did (ſays Herbert there) for the 
* finding out how his People would take his Deſign of 
* putting down Religious Houſes: To which he pro» 
ceeded the next Year, beginning. with the lefler Sort, 
and ſuppreſſing all thoſe Monaſteries, Priories and 
other Religious Houſes of Monks, Canons and Nuns, 
which had not in Lands, Tenements, Rents, T'ythes, 
Portions and other Hereditaments, above the clear 
yearly Value of two Hundred Pounds. By which 
means 2376 of thoſe Religious Houles betog diflol- 
ved, a Revenue of above thrity thouſand Pounds a 
Year, beſides an hindred thouſand Pounds 1n Money 
raiſed by Sale, at low Rates, of the Goods and Chat:- 
tels, of thoſe Houſes (a Sum not ſmall in that Age) 
caie to the King, for Support of his Eccleſiaſtical 
DUPTemacy. 

8, The Statute, which countenanced this Proceed- 
ing, is the 27 of Hen.8.cap. 28. And a new Court, 
called the Court of Augmentations, was then erected 
and ſettled by Parliament, for receiving and order- 
ing theſe new acceſſional Revenues: The Act for 
which, in our printed Statute Books, is ſet before that 
for the Suppreſſion of thoſe lefler Monaſteries. But 
though that, for Suppreſſing thoſe Monaſteries, be, 
by an Hyſtero/is, ſet after that for eſtabliſhing the 
Court of Augmentations; yet it muſt have been 1 nade 
beforeit : For it is recited 11 1t. 

9. In that Statute, 27 Hen. 8. c. 28. for Suppr eſſing 
thoſe ſmaller Monaſteries, mention 1s made o'; Mo- 
naſteries, Abbies and Priories, which, with jn one 
Year before the making of that Statute, ha: J been 
s1ven and granted to the King by any Abbot, Prior, 
Abbeſs or Prioreſs, under their Convent-Seal, or that 
otherwiſe had been ſuppreſſed, or diffolved. A |] which 
were, by that Statute confirmed to the King, and to 
all thoſe, unto whom the King either then b« fore had 
conveyed, or then after ſhould convey any* Part or 
Parts thereof; To hold to them in like Manner, 
| | Form 
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Form and Conditions, as the Abbots, Priors, Abbeſles, 
Prioreſles, and other chief Governors of any Religious 
Houſes, which had the ſame, might or ought to have 
had if they had not been ſuppreſſed. For upon the 
King's falling (as was noted before) upon the Ob/er vant 
Fryers at Greenwich, and other Places, ſome of the 
more conſiderate of the 46bots, Priors, &c. Seeing the 
Storm ariſing, which then threatned, and ſoon after 
brought DeſtruCtion on thoſe Orders, thought it better 
Policy to comply with the Times, and ſurrender upon 
Terms, in hopes to ſave ſomething, than hold out to 
thelaſt (as many did) and loſe all. 

10. And indeed, the ſuppreſſing of thoſe 376 leſſer M9. 
naſteries, ſtruck ſo great a Fear into the greater, that 
the Statute made four Years after (21 Hen. 8.cap. 13.) 
whereby the Reſt of the Religious Houſes were given 
to the King, recites, * That divers and ſundry Ab- 
* bots, £7. of their own free and voluntary Mind, 
* fince the fourth of Feb. in the 27 of his Reign, had 
* by due Ocder of Law, and by their ſufhcient Writ- 
* ings of Record, under their Convent and Common 
* Seals, ſeverally given, granted and confirmed to 
© the King his Heirs and Succeſſors for ever, All their 
© ſaid Monaſteries, Abbeys, Priories, &'c. and all the 
© Mannors, Lordſhips, Lands, Tenements, Tythes, &c. 
F to them belonging; and had voluntarily renoun« 
© ced, left and forſaken the ſame. And therefore, in 
the ſajd Statute it is enacted, © That the King ſhall 
© have, hold, &c. All ſuch late Monaſteries, &c. and 
© all the Sites, Circuits, Manners, Lands, Tenements, 
* &c. thereunto belonging. In the Enumeration of 
the Particulars whereof, (which are many) Tyrbes, 
Parſonages, appropriate, and Vicarages are exprelly 
mentioned. All which (as likewiſe all other Religt- 
ous Houſes, with the Revenues thereof, which ſhould 
there after be diſſolved, ſuppreſſed, relinquiſhed, for- 
feited, or given to the King, and which by that Sta- 


tute are ſettled on him) he was to hold and enjoy, 
1 
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in as large and ample Manner and Form, as the late 
Abbots, &;. had held, or of Right ought to have held, 
the ſame, in Right of their ſaid late Monaſteries, &c. 

11. From hence this Obſervation ariſes. That ſince 
thoſe Religious Orders did hold the Tytbes which they 
poſſeſſed, upon the ſuppoſed Right of their being due 
70 God and Holy Church, which they held themſelves, 
and were by others holden to be a Part of ; and the 
King received thoſe Tythes and Parſonages (amonglit 
the Reſt of the Revenues of the Religious Houſes) as 
well thoſe that were reſigned to him by the Gover- 
nours of thoſe Houſes themſelves, as the reſt which by 
Act of Parliament he took, upon the ſame Right on 
which thoſe Religious Orders had holden them ; He 
alſo muſt hold them upon that ſuppoſed Right of their 
being due to God and Holy Church ; which he then 
held himſelf, and was holden by all, both Clergy and 
Laity, to be the only Supream Head of here in Eng- 
land. And as upon that ſuppoſed Right (of their be- 


.ing due to God and Holy Church) on which the Reli- 


gious Houſes held them, they paſſed them from thoſe 
Houſes to the King, as ſupream Head of the Church > 
So on the ſame ſuppoſed Right, (of their being due 79 
God and boly Churcb) they paſled from the King, as 
ſupream Head of the Church, to thoſe (whether S$pzri- 
tual or Lay Perſons) unto whom the King granted 
them. For they ſtuck not long in the King's Hand ; 
But he, of his own meer Motion, Liberality and Be- 
nignity (as the Statute in the 33d Year of his Reign, 
cap--39. relates) had by that time freely given and 
granted, &c. unto divers and ſundry of the Lords 
and Nobles, as well Spiritzal as Temporal, and unto 
divers and many other Perſons and Bodies Politick, 
&c. divers and many ſundry Honours, Caſtles, Man- 
nors, Lands, Tenements, and among the rcft, Re- 
fories, 8c. 

12. But great Care was taken to retain and keep up 
the Character of Sp:ritza/ity, which had formerly been 

; ſtamped 
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| ſtamped upon thoſe Re&ories, Parſonages, and other 
Revenues by Tythes, into what Hands ſoever they 
were paſſed, And therefore, by the Statuteof 432 Hen. 
8. cap. 7. In cafe of with-holding, or denying to pay 
the Tythes, all Perfons claiming them ( Impropria* 
tors as well as Priefts) are reſtrained from ſuing in 
the Temporal Courts, and limitted to the Eccle/iaſtical 
or Spiritual Courts only, for the Recovery of them. 

12. And that they might ſtill have Dependence upon 
the Supremacy, care was taken, from the firſt, by the 
Statute of 27 Hen. 8, cap. 27. That none of theſe 
Eſtates, which then had come, or ſhould come, from 
any of thoſe Religious Houſes to the King, ſhould 
paſs from him by Grant to any Perſon whatſoever, 
without an expreis Reſervation of a Tenth. And in 
ai{ublſequent Statute (33 Hen. 8. cap. 39.) Complaint 
being made, that altho*' out of thoſe Grants, which 
the King had made to ſundry Perſons, of Honours, 
Caſtles, Mannors, Lands, Tenements, Rectorics, ©. 
(which were under the Survey of the Court of Aug- 
mentations) the Tenths had been reſerved; yet the 
Perſons unto whom {ach Grants had been made. 
though they had quietly enjoyed and taken the ues 
and Profits of thoſe Lands, Re&tories, Ec. had not 
paid the reſerved Tenths to the King: Proviſion was 
made in that Statute, by ſeveral Forfertures and No- 
mine-Pend's to entorce the Payment thereot. 

Nor was Care taken of the Fce/e/raſtical Head (the 
King) only, but of the E:cle/tajtical Members (the 
Clergy) aliv: Many, if not moſt, of which had Pen- 
ſions, or Portions iſſuing out of thoſe Parſonages, Re- 
Eories, or other Spiritual Bencftices (as they were 
counted) which the Religious Orders held : For, be- 
ſides that upon the Increaſing of thoſe Appropriations, 
whereby the Pariſh-Priefts were pinch'd, there had 
been Proviſion made early, in the time of K. Richard 
the Second, for the Vicars, as well as tor the Poor ; the 
Statute of 15 Ric. 2. c, 6. direing, © That, upon the 

* Appror 


(15) 
* Appropriation of ſuch Churches, the Dioceſian of 
© the Place (or Biſhop of the Diocelſs) ſhall ordain, 
* according to the Value of ſuch Churches, a conve- 
* nient Sum of Money to be paid and diſtributed 
* Yearly, of the Fruits and Profits of the ſame 
* Churches, to the poor Pariſhoners : And alſo, that 
* the Vicar be well and ſufficiently endowed. Which 
Statute (fo far, at leaſt, as concerned the Vicars) was 
afterwards confirmed by another Statute of 4 Hen.4., 
cap. 12. which expreſly ordains, * That the Statute 
* of Appropriation of Churches, and of the Endow- 
* ment. of Vicars in the ſame, made the 15th Year of 
© K. Ric. the 2d be firmly holden, and put in due Exe- 
* cution: I ſay, beſides theſe, the Stat. of 34 and 35 
of Hen. 8. cap. 19. takes notice, * That the Arch-Bi- 
* ſhops, Biſhops, Arch Deacons anil other Eccleſia- 
© ſtical Perſons, of both Provinces of Canterbury and 
© 7ork, having formerly, in right of their Churches 
© received out of the late Monaſteries, &c. divers 
* Penſions, and other Profits, had after the Diſloluti- 
* on of thoſe Houſes, been diſturbed, and denyed of the 
* having, receiving and gathering of the ſaid Pen- 
* ſions, &@c. Whereupon it 1s, in the ſaid Statute, 
enacted, © That if any Perſon or Perſons, being Far- 
* mer or Occupier of any Mannors, Lands, Tene- 
* ments, Parſonages, Benefices or other Hereditaments 
* of any ofthe taid late Monaſteries, &c. by the King's 
* Gitt, Grant, Sale, Exchange, or otherwiſe, out 
* of which any ſuch Penſions, &c. have been here- 
* tofore lawtuily going, anſwered or paid to any of 
* the Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, Arch Deacons, and o- 
* ther Eccleſiaſtical Perſons aboveſaid, do, at any 
* time after the firſt Day of 4pri/ next coming, wil- 
* fully deny the Payment thereof, Then it ſhall be 
*lawtul for the ſaid Arch-Bi1ſhops, Biſhops, Arch- 
* Deacons, or other Eccleſiaſtical Perfons aforeſaid, 
* being ſo denied; to be fatisfted and paid thereof, Ec, 
* to proceed 1n the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, for the Re- 
* covery thereof, 14. By 
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, 14. By which Statute, all Penſions payable to Arch« 
- Biſhops, Biſhops, Arch-Deacons, or other Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Perſon, that had been poſſeſſed thereof, at or 
within Ten Years next before the time of the Difſh- 
lution of the Monaſteries, out of the Parſonages, Re- 
Kories, or Tythes holden by theſi1d Monaſteries, &c. 
are confirmed and aflured to ſuch Arch-Biſhops, Bi- 
ſhops, Arch-Deacons, and other Eccleſiaſtical Per- 
ſons ſtill. 
* 15.0 that, upon the whole, beſides what hath been ſaid 
of Tythes in general, with refpe& to the Fudaizing, 
and Denying of Chriſt, by the Paying thereof (which 
extendsalike to all Tythes, thoſe claimed by the Impro- 
priator, as well as thoſe claimed by the Prieſt) the Im- 
propriate Tythes being generally charged, either with 
ſome Payment to the Vicars, for enlarging of their 
Stipends, or with Penſions to the Arch Bithops, Bi- 
ſhops, Arch-Deacons, and other Eccleſiaſticks : All 
Cuach of them as are ſo charged, come under the 
ſame Obje&ion, that is made againſt paytng to the 
Prieft, viz. The upholding of a falſe-Miniſtry, to 
perform a falſe Worſhip. And if any Impropriation 
may be ſuppoſed to be free from all thoſe Charges, 
yet all Impropriators, as well as Prieſts, being bound 
to pay the reſerved Tenths to the King, as Supream 
Head of the Church (which were wont before ta: be 
paid to- the Pope, while he was owned for Head of 
che Church) the paying of Tythes to an Impropria- 
tor, is a R:cognizing, and acknowledging of & Man 
(Bad or Good, Pop:/h or Proteſtant, as 1t happens) 
to be the only Supream Head on Earth of the Church. 
Which is to fet an Human Head to a Spiritual Body : 


and to diveſt and deprive our Lord Fe/ws Chriſt of - 


oY 


his undoubted Right, who the Apoſtle ſays expref*,, 


Iy, is the Head of the Body, the Church, Col. 1.8: 


And that not of Man's making or appointing ;, but God - 
(faith the Apoſtle) harhgiven him to be rbe Head over all 


things to the Church, which is his 
FI N 


Body, Eph. 1s 22, 23. 
18" T. B, 
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